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The impact of anthropogenic noise on marine life is of increasing concern. Loud sound sources such as ships 
and piling events might harm animals in the marine environment. It is well established that both mammals 
and fish are sensitive to sound. Exposed to sound they might change their behaviour. If the sound levels are 
high they might lose their hearing temporarily or even obtain permanent injuries. To manage sound EU estab-
lished a directive that deals with impulsive and continuous sound. The objective is to implement a coherent 
European management of sound so to avoid that the seas becomes polluted with sound.

In September 2012 the EU supported BIAS project 
was started. The project has three main goals. The 
first is to establish a regional implementation of noise 
management (Descriptor 11 of the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive), which includes development of 
user-friendly tools for management and to measure 
sound levels in the Baltic Sea. The second objective 
is to establish regional standards and methodologies 
that will allow for cross-border handling of data and 

results, which is necessary for an efficient joint mana-gement. The third objective is to model the soundscape 
and thereby expand the measurements to the entire Baltic Sea. The project will end 2016 when all tools and 
guidelines will be established and handed over to manager of the Baltic Sea.
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During 2014 the BIAS project will run a field program 
where 39 sensors will be deployed off shore in the 
Baltic Sea – covering the whole sea. The sensors have 
to be resurfaced every three months for maintenance 
and redeployed. The obtained data will be used to 
establish the long-term trend of noise levels.

To find out more about the Field Survey and stay upda-
ted with the BIAS project, please visit our new website 
www.bias-project.eu.
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